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That some no longer serve with the colours does not matter, 

What does matter is that we are all of us Scots Guardsmen. 

Bound together in the Queen’s service until we die by a chain, 

the links of which are invisible but which are as strong as steel: 

Constantly striving, in all that we do, to maintain the high traditions 

of loyalty and devotion to duty upon which the Scots Guards are founded 

 

General Sir Michael Gow GCB                                                            Palace of Holyrood 1965 

 

                  Neil Crockett                                                                                                    June 2025 

                  Secretary & Editor                                                                                          Volume 26 

   Issue 5 
 

Email: sga@scotsguards.org                Tel: 01383 – 721530  
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WE REMEMBER THOSE KILLED DURING JUNE IN CONFLICTS SINCE 1945 

 

2nd Bn Scots Guards, Malaya Emergency 1948 – 51 
Captain MG Bax  Killed 11 June 1950    

 

2nd Lieutenant MJ Morrice Killed 11 June 1950  
                     
 

2nd Bn Scots Guards ,  Falkland Islands 1982  
 

      
The Tumbledown Veterans & Families Association Memorial plaque under the shadows of Blackpool War Memorial   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DEATHS 
 
THIRD GUARDS CLUB 
Captain Simon Mann      Died 8 May 2025 Age 72.  Commissioned into Right Flank 1SG Jan 1973 at Munster.   Left the army    
                                              in 1975, rejoining in Nov 1976.  Served 22 SAS 1979 – 81.  Served 2SG for a short period before  
                                              leaving the army in mid 1981. 
 

After he lived a colourful life as is well known including his adventures in Equatorial Guinea in 
2004. 

 
NON ASSOCIATION 

Gdsm Shaun (Sam) Staley Died 4 May 2025.  Sammy served in Left Flank and MT of the 1st Bn from Aldergrove to Pirbright. He  

                                        was diagnosed with MND about 6 months ago.   His funeral will be 3 June at St Michael & All Angels  
                                         Parish Church in Brimington, Chesterfield at 1200hrs. 
 



 
 

80 years on from VE Day 1945 the UK came together to remember the 2nd World War generation.    

 

As a Regiment we have 4 surviving Scots Guardsmen who served during the war years.  In recognition of their outstanding service 

they each were presented with The Colonel’s Certificate each signed by The Colonel of the Regiment,  HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 

and Colonel JDL Leask MBE, Regimental Lieutenant Colonel.        

 

    
The Earl of Elgin & Kincardine KT & Mr Andrew Wemyss,  near neighbours in West Fife 
 

You will remember the Regimental Gathering 2023 held in Fife at Broomhall House, home of The Earl of Elgin & Kincardine. Neil 

Crockett was able to visit  101 year old Lord Elgin  who was badly wounded (then Lord Bruce)  serving as a Troop Commander in 

3rd (Tank) Bn Scots Guards in Normandy in August 1944.  He was later President of the SGA Fife Branch from 1960 - 2001. 

Colonel Johnny Clavering OBE presented The Colonel's Certificate to Mr Andrew Wemyss who was at the Scots Guards Training 

Bn, Pirbright on VE Day 8 May 1945. He served as an officer until 1947 during the aftermath of WW2 with 3SG when they reverted 

from tanks to infantry and soon were disbanded. He also served in 2SG which remained in Germany until Dec 1946. He also served 

with 1SG in Trieste North East Italy. One of his roles was looking after a Camp for senior German officers at Brugge, Belgium.  For 

a short regimental career it was certainly varied. 
 

 



 
Walter Foster lives in Cardiff 

 

Captain Ronnie Wilkie lives not to far away from Walter Foster and when asked if he could present the Colonel’s Certificate he 

carried it out in his own inimitable style.  Ronnie put a programme together with the Royal British Legion and the BBC (Wales) 

and  drove to Cardiff, where he  spent the day with Walter and his family.  

 

The other gentleman is the local RBL Chairman. Paradoxically, he was with the 1st Battalion in Malaysia in the 60s, working on 

choppers, a small world!  

 

Walter’s very proud son and daughter were there as were his granddaughters and great grandchildren. Ronnie even polished his 

medals and pinned them on Walter’s jersey. 

 

Ronnie reported that they were all in tears when he opened up a bit on BBC News regarding his entry to Belsen. He had never 

talked to his family before about this. 

 

Walter became a Psychiatric Nurse after the war, then re-trained as a regular nurse, rising to the level of Regional Chief Nursing 

officer in Wales. 

 

 
Kilmarnock FC & SGA Glasgow Branch make John Murdoch’s day 



From SGA Glasgow Captain Eddie Edmonstone (Chairman),  Colin Downie (Secretary) and John Murdoch were invited to attend 

Kilmarnock FC as the club signed the Armed Forces Covenant.             During the event Captain Eddie Edmonstone presented the  

Colonel’s Certificate to John Murdoch.   A big thanks to Kilmarnock FC who included the presentation as part of their event. 

 

On VE Day 8 May 1945 Gdsm John Murdoch was on Guard at Pirbright Camp at the Guards Armoured Training Wing had the war 

continued he would undoubtedly joined the 3rd (Tank) Battalion Scots Guards in Germany.     After the war ended he joined the 1st 

Bn at Trieste,  NE Italy where the border area with Yugoslavia was in dispute the Bn remained until 1947.   John became a LCpl 

and played in goals for the battalion football team. When he was demobbed he became a professional footballer and ended up as 

assistant coach at Kilmarnock FC and part of the team when they won the Scottish League in 1965.  

99yrs old today and still won't let anyone help around the house and  cuts his own grass. 

 

VE DAY 80 ~ EVENTS 

          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dumfries ~ Major Sir Malcolm Macgregor attended the VEDay80 commemoration with his wife Lady Macgregor 
(Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries)                
 

                                                                   
                                                                  Dundee ~ Kenny Duffy, Jake Kilminster, Ian Hall, Iain Bryson with the Lord & Lady  
                                                                  Provost of Dundee.                                                         



 
LSgt Macrae, LSgt McCullough,  Captain Hamilton and CSgt Thorley attending VE Day 80 at Denholm  

and laid a wreath on behalf of the regiment. 
 

 

SCOTS GUARDS ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 
SGA Highlands & Islands Branch 

Our next branch meeting is on Wednesday 5th June in the Nairn Legion. A bit of car sharing would help to maximise attendance. 

 

The Highlands & Islands Branch is planning a rededication of the cairn erected in memory of Gdsm Jim Reynolds DCM on Satur-

day 14 June 2025.     The branch found out in mid-2024 that the cairn had fallen into a state of disrepair - it doesn't appear to have 

been visited since the 25th anniversary in 2007 - and we worked with the Estate management to correct that situation. We now 

want to celebrate that success and will ensure the cairn is visited annually from now on. 

  

Jim was killed on Mount Tumbledown on the Falkland Islands on 14th June 1982, and our event is planned for that date this year 

ie Saturday 14th June 2025. The cairn was erected by Maj Gen Alastair Bruce of Crionaich whose family owned Sallachy Estate 

at the time and who served in the Falklands with Jim. 

   

We will start to gather at 1230hrs for a 1300hrs start.   The Sallachy Estate is near Lairg, IV27 4EF – For further details contact  

H&Is Secretary Rod Davidson Mob: 07532 089535    Email: roderick.davidson@hotmail.co.uk  
 

SGA Glasgow Branch 

The next regular branch meeting will take place in the Glasgow Art Club on Monday 3 June, starting at 7.30 pm.   All Scots 

Guards in the Glasgow area (serving and retired) are very welcome to attend.   A buffet and few drinks will be served after the 

official business is concluded. 

 

The Branch had a trip to Inverary on Saturday 31 May which included a visit to the town Parish Church where the 1st Battalion 

Colours were laid up in August 2018. 
 

SGA Fife  Branch 
will hold a meeting at the CISWO, Glenrothes on Sunday 1 June at 1300hrs.        
 

 

 

 

mailto:roderick.davidson@hotmail.co.uk


SGA Borders Branch 

 

 
 

President Major Iain Dalzel Job met with Branch Chairman 90 year old Jim Renwick, his wife Jean, family & Eck Barclay 

(Secretary) at Ednam House Hotel, in Kelso.   The occasion was to present Jim with the Colonel’s Certificate in recognition 

for his long and outstanding service to the Regiment.    
 

Jim has been Chairman and Treasurer of SGA Borders for many years.     He is also a member of both the Glasgow Branch and 

Carlisle,  Dumfries & Galloway Branch.  He was a recruit at the Guards Depot in July 1955,   when his squad officer was Lt CStJG 

Moncrieff.  The other staff were Sgt J McGowan (Superintending Sgt), LSgt J Chadwick (Squad Instructor) and TS D Brown 

(Trained Soldier). 

 

 

SGA Berks, Bucks & Oxon Branch 

A great evening on Thursday 28 May with  Scots Guards family and friends for a talk on the Falklands war in 1982 and the Battle 

for Mount Tumbledown.    Major Simon Carew Price was the Company Commander of Right Flank during the Battle for Mount 

Tumbledown and he gave us a detailed overview of the lead up to the war and events prior to and during the battle.  

 

 

 
2nd Battalion Scots Guards Falklands Tumbledown Veterans  

L-R:  George Anderson,  Jim Gillanders,  Major Simon Carew Price, Trevor Elliot, Les Swaney  

and Major The Hon Charles Grimston. 

 

 

 



 

FORECAST OF EVENTS UNTIL NOVEMBER 2025 

 

 

If you have any Association or wider Regimental events that you want advertised ~ please let me know.   

 

 

 

JUNE 

Sat 14  King’s Birthday Parade ~   7 Company Coldstream Guards. 

 

Sat 14  Rededication of Gdsm Jim Reynolds DCM Cairn, Sallachy House Estate. 

  Contact: Rod Davidson Secretary ~  Email: roderick.davidson@hotmail.co.uk  Tel:  07532  089535 
 

W/E 13 – 16  Tumbledown Veterans & Families Association ~ 43rd Reunion Blackpool Weekend. 
 

Sat 21                   SGA Surrey Dinner ~ West Byfleet Golf Club              
 

Wed 25  Fife Armed Forces Day ~ Flag Raising & Reception, Glen Pavilion, Dunfermline.  1245hrs.   
 

Sat 28   Edinburgh Armed Forces Day. 

 

 

JULY 

TBC  The Chairman’s Trophy ~ SGA Fife Golf Competition.   
  
 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 6  SGA Durham & Yorkshire Dinner ~ Sgts Mess, 1st Battalion Scots Guards, Somme Barracks, Catterick. 
  Contact: Mark Wall Secretary ~ Email: Markwall442@outlook.com Tel: 07535 029061 
 
 

OCTOBER 

Sat 4                SGA Carlisle D &G Dinner ~ The Auctioneer, Rosehill Est, Carlisle. 

                                 

Sat 11  SGA Dundee & Angus Dinner ~  Invercarse Hotel, Dundee  99th  
                               

Sat 25           SGA Glasgow Dinner ~  Glasgow Arts Club,  Glasgow 100th Annual (125 Anniversary) 
 

Fri 31            SGA Aberdeen & NE Scotland Dinner ~  Althens Hotel, Aberdeen 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

                  

Fri 7                SGA Fife Dinner ~ Victoria Hotel, Kirkcaldy 

 

Fri 7                SGA Ayrshire Dinner ~  RAFA Club, Prestwick 

 

Sat 29           SGA Pipers Dinner ~ Scots Guards Club, Edinburgh   

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE LATE BRIAN DONLEVY 

Brian served in both the 1st & 2nd Battalions.   In Malaya & Borneo, Edinburgh, Chelsea, Sharjah, Windsor.  Recruiting Duties in 

Edinburgh and later the 2nd Battalion.   He sadly passed away in 2024 in Italy where his widow Ruby still lives.    
 

A Memorial Service for Brian Donlevy has now been arranged for 2pm on 1st July at the Garrison Catholic Church of St Michael 

and St George at 19 Queens Avenue, Aldershot GU11 2BY.  
 

Refreshments etc have been arranged from 3pm at The Princess Royal, Guildford Road, Runfold, GU10 1NX. It’s a Fullers Inn 

which also offers accommodation.  

 

It’s not far from the crematorium where the ashes will be interred although that will be just family.  

 

Mrs Fiona Laden (you all knew her late husband Captain Dougie Laden) is assisting Ruby make arrangements.  It would be help-

ful if you will be attending the Memorial Service if you can let her know.    If  “YES” can you please text Fiona  on mobile 07703 

604568 to confirm,  this will help with catering.  

mailto:roderick.davidson@hotmail.co.uk
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SUPPORT EDINBURGH ARMED FORCES DAY ~ SATURDAY 28 JUNE 2025 
 

                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 
Vintage Military Vehicles will lead the Parade ~  If anyone wants to take part and travel in a vehicle 

please contact Neil Crockett Email: sga@scotsguards.org     
 
Form up at Charlotte Square ~ 1000hrs - Dress: Beret, Medals in wear, HDiv Tie 

  

Parade Steps Off             ~  1030hrs - Route Via George Street to St Andrew  

       Square.   

 

The Lord Provost will take the salute at the Assembly Rooms.  

 

In St Andrew Square there will be bands playing and other entertainment.   

 

There will an enclosed bar area and refreshments. 

 

Note:  After the close of the formal Armed Forces Day event in St Andrew Square the Scots Guards 

Club will be open.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Across the UK there are Armed Forces Day events.  Most take place between 22 June and 5 July 

check your local press for detail. 
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SONS OF FATHERS ~ 2nd BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS ~ TUMBLEDOWN MOUNTAIN 1982  

 
Major Malcolm Dalzel-Job, Royal Regiment of Scotland (Reserve) & Major Darren Wight, Army Air Corps, both manage 

soldiers’ careers in the Glasgow-based HR headquarters 

 

The sons of two Mount Tumbledown veterans now working alongside each other in the Army Personnel Centre. 

 

Major Wight’s father, the late Drill Sergeant Danny Wight, was killed during the diversionary attack which initiated the Battle of 

Mount Tumbledown.              Major Dalzel-Job's father Iain led G Company which kicked off the main assault shortly after the 

diversionary attack. 

 

 

 
3rd (TANK) BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS ~ NORMANDY 1944 ~ BATTLEFIELD TOURS ~ By COLIN FOSTER 
In both June & July of this year, I’ll be heading back over to Normandy. Of course, it’s July that has significance for Scots Guards 

when, at the start of Operation BLUECOAT, 3rd Battalion, along with 4th Battalion Grenadier Guards & 4th Battalion Coldstream 

Guards (as part of 6th Guards Tank Brigade) led the assault through the German lines to take the twin objectives of Hills 226 & 

309 & to provide a strong shoulder on the left flank, allowing 11th & Guards Armoured Divisions to break through. 
 

In doing so, as we know, S Squadron, 3rd Battalion Scots Guards suffered high casualties due to being ambushed by 3 JagdPan-

thers of 654 Schwere panzerjäger-abteilung. 
 

As is now a tradition, since the memorial was erected in 2019 on the 75th Anniversary of the battle, the local population, supported 

by the members & friends of the Musée de la Percée du Bocage will be holding a Commemoration service at the memorial on Hill 

226 on Sunday 27th July in the morning, followed by a Vin d’honneur.  
 

In addition, I will be available on Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th July to conduct Battlefield tours of both the first day of operations 

and also the subsequent fighting in August for the villages of Estry and Chênedollé. 
 

If anyone is interested in more details of either of these events, then please ask them to contact me directly. 

 

In addition, I’m still working on my follow-up book to Debut at Caumont which focuses on the August battles, so if anyone has 

any family history or information that they would like to contribute, then, again, please ask them to contact me. 
 

 

Colin Foster 
268 Victoria Street 

Hyde  

Cheshire 

SK14 4DT  

England 

m +44 (0)7887 562563 
h +44 (0)161 366 5887 
e colin@menintheshed.com 
w www.menintheshed.com 
SkyPe colin-foster 
Twitter: @MitSNormandy 

 

mailto:colin@menintheshed.com
http://www.menintheshed.com/


SCOTS GUARDS MEMORIAL PROJECT 
A reminder that the Scots Guards Memorial Project is live on the Scots Guards website https://scotsguards.org/history/the-memo-

rial-project/#  , it is fairly easy to use. As part of the work of the Regimental Historical Committee the project was tasked with 

setting up a computer database to record memorials across the World that have been constructed to remember Scots Guardsmen in 

both war and peace. To date we currently have 380 Memorials listed and 927 Scots Guardsmen.  
We are looking for: 

• Large or small memorials to single Scots Guardsmen, detachments or Battalions, from times long past until the pre-

sent day. 

• The memorial could be anything from plaques to stained glass windows in churches, to trees of remembrance, in 

fact anything which in the respectful memory of our officers or Guardsmen. 

• The names of Scots Guardsmen killed and listed on local town or village war memorials. 

• Headstones of graves in UK or abroad which record service in the Scots Guards, but please not those men buried in 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemeteries because they are listed comprehensively by that organisation. 

 

As a reminder please sent any information with photographs that you find to Michael Campbell-Lamerton 
Michael@hallestate.co.uk 
T: 07920 725572 
 

While you are out on your travels across the UK and beyond keep a look out for memorials to Scots Guardsmen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSgt R Thorley & WO1(GSM) D Hunter judge the Legion Scotland Standard Bearers Competition 
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