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That some no longer serve with the colours does not matter, 

What does matter is that we are all of us Scots Guardsmen. 

Bound together in the Queen’s service until we die by a chain, 

the links of which are invisible but which are as strong as steel: 

Constantly striving, in all that we do, to maintain the high traditions 

of loyalty and devotion to duty upon which the Scots Guards are founded 

General Sir Michael Gow GCB                                                      Palace of Holyrood 1965 

 
Neil Crockett                                                                                                       November 2024 
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Email: sga@scotsguards.org           Tel: 01383 – 721530 

 

 

 

mailto:sga@scotsguards.org


 

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE GUILDFORD BOMBING 
Front Page Photographs:  

50th Anniversary of the Guildford Bombing on 5 October 1974  
Left: The new memorial to honour those killed. 

 

Right:  Scots Guardsmen past & serving lead the parade in Guildford  
 
On the 5 October 1974 Scots Guards Recruits in training at the Guards Depot, Pirbright  John Hunter age 17 and William Forsyth 

age 18 were killed along with two WRAC Privates and a young civilian male in the bombing by the IRA of the Horse and Groom 

Public House in Guildford,  Surrey.    

 

The 50th Anniversary of the bombing took place on Sunday 6 October 2024 when SGA Surrey Branch took the regimental lead and 

were joined by Lieutenant Firth with 2 Guardsmen from F Company and members from SGA Berks, Bucks & Oxon.  The WRAC 

Association played a prominent role and were also joined by Guildford Council leaders & members of the emergency services.    
 

The original memorial to those killed in the Guilford Bombing was showing it’s age and was replaced. 

 

                                          
Left: SGA Surrey Willie Coffield (Chairman) & Andrew McKeand (Secretary) with the sister of William Forsyth and her 

family. 
 

Right:  Lt Firth and 2 Guardsmen from F Company 

 

           
Top:  William Meikle,  Roger Huth played a lament at the Memorial,   David O’Connell 

 

Right: Poppy Wreaths & floral tributes at the memorial site. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WE REMEMBER THOSE KILLED DURING NOVEMBER IN CONFLICTS SINCE 1945 

 

Northern Ireland 

1st Battalion 
4   November 1971  24141254 Gdsm Stephen McGuire  Age 19    Left Flank, Killed Ballymurphy, Belfast. 

 

27 November 1971 24141336 Gdsm Paul Nicholls         Age 18     G Company, Killed St James (Off Falls Road), Belfast. 

 

 

DEATHS 

Association 

SGA Berks, Bucks & Oxon Branch 

24018577   LSgt  John Samson.  Died 17 October 2024.  Served 2SG, 1SG & Guards Depot. 

 

SGA Edinburgh & The Lothians 

23167739  WO2 (Pnr WO) John ‘Dougie’ Hope.  Died 30 September 2024 Age 90.   Served mostly 2SG Feb 1960 – Aug 1989.        

                                             Lived Longniddry, East Lothian. 

 

 
 

Non Association 

 

                   Gdsm Brian Munro Died early October 2024.   Served Left Flank, 1SG 1971  - 1972 plus. 
 

                   Gdsm Alex Burns.   Died 15 October 2024.   Served 10 Pltn, Left Flank 1SG, Chelsea, Kenya 1979, Aldergrove,  

                                                Hong Kong.   Lived Belfast.     

 

                   Gdsm Derek Robertson Died 5 October 2024.  Served 2SG 1970. S Coy 1971, 9 Pltn G Coy 1SG 1971, C Coy 1SG   

                                                1972.  Lived Caithness.  

 

                   LCpl Brian Motion Died 13 October 2024.  Service included as Coy Clerk K Coy,  Guards Depot. Lived Dundee. 

 

23167739   LSgt Ronald Glasgow OBE Died 6 October 2024.  Age 93.   Served 2SG 1948 - 1951 Malaya when Mentioned in   

                                                Dispatches.   Served No1 Guards Independent Coy, Egypt 1953.   Scottish International Rugby   

                                                Union player 1962 – 65.  Awarded OBE for his service as an officer at Dollar Academy CCF.    

                                                Thanksgiving service Dollar Parish Church, at 1430hrs on Fri 1 Nov 2024. 
 

23865939   LSgt William Gardiner Died 11 October 2024.   Served 2SG Chelsea, BAOR 1961 – 197)  also served with Gds Para  
                                                Coy on a number of operational tour in Borneo.  Lived Aberdeen.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                    Dmr John Thompson Died 15 October 2024, Served 1SG Hohne including Gulf War 1990.   Lived Dundee. 
 

24248902   Sgt Steven Wolff BEM  Died 23 October 2024.    Served 2SG & Guards Depot early 1970s – 1990s. 
 



 

        
       Brian Munro                         John Thompson                   William Gardiner            Ron Glasgow  

In 1972 at Windsor while serving with Left Flank, 1SG Gdsm Brian Munro (right) along with Willie McCarroll saved a young girl 

who had fallen into the River Thames from drowning.   

 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

 
Opening of Edinburgh Garden of Remembrance Monday 21 October 2024 ~ Scots Guardsmen on parade 

L-R: Kevin Gray MM, GSM D Hunter, Gordon Smith, Major Fred Hardie, Neil Crockett, Bill Doull, Danny Minto,  

Ian Blair,  John Marshall, Sqn Ldr Tristram Carter, Donald McLeod, LSgt R Alexander, CSgt R Thorley,  Brian Ward (Events 

Mgr Legion Scotland). 

 

 
Opening of Glasgow Garden of Remembrance Tuesday 22 October 2024 

Sandy Birnie SGA Glasgow Standard Bearer leading from the front. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS 

                          
AUTUMN IS THE TIME OF DINNERS 

A selection of photographs from October dinners: 

 

 
SGA Berks, Bucks & Oxon 60th Annual Dinner 2024  

Sitting L-R: Sgt Buatavatava,  Jim Simmonds (Secretary),  Major C Grimston (President), Lt Gen Sir John Kiszely (GOH),  

Trevor Elliott(Chairman), Lt T Firth, Lt Col John Arthur. 

 

Standing L-R: Gdsm G Gill, Christine McCullins, Ron Booth (Treasurer), Dave Rennie, Tom Bates, Rab Ritchie,  

Major Richard Sinclair,  Steve Duffy. 

 

 
SGA Glasgow 99th Annual Dinner 

Front L-R:  Colin Hitchen    Major Gary Spence 

Back L- R: Sandy Birnie, Neil Crockett, CSgt R Thorley, Colin Downie (Secretary). Captain S Hamilton,  

                    Captain Eddie Edmonstone (Chairman), Ronnie Cook (Treasurer), Major Andrew Bell (GOH). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

SGA Glasgow members                    Tom Robertson & Willie Houston from SGA Ayrshire enjoy                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Pat Campbell & Colin Hitchen                                       Glasgow hospitality.                                

 

 
                                                                         Bob Riddell & Willie Tam McDonald     

              

              

              

              

              

            

                                               
Presentations of  Certificates for Outstanding Work on behalf of the Regiment 

In both cases Major James Kelly, Regt Adjt was at dinners to give an update on the serving Regiment and took the opportunity to 

present the certificates to  (Left) to Iain Bryson ~ Secretary SGA Dundee & Angus   &   (Right) to Graeme Thompson ~ former 

Secretary & Treasurer Aberdeen & North East Scotland.   

 

 



 

 

SGA  DINNERS ~ NOVEMBER 2024 

Still time to book your seat ~  Email your local SGA Secretary today 

 

Fri 1 Nov                           SGA Ayrshire,  RAFA Club,  Prestwick.   100th Anniversary.                 
                                           Secretary: James Fraser       Email: jamesfraser279@gmail.com  
                                                 

Fri 8 Nov                           SGA Fife,   Victoria Hotel,  Kirkcaldy.    70th Anniversary.                      
                                           Secretary: Neil Crockett  Email: neil.crockett@btopenworld.com  
                                              

Fri 15 Nov                         SGA Preston,   Masonic Club,   Saul Street, Preston   77th Anniversary    
                                           Secretary:  Michael Nutter    Email: mn3943@hotmail.co.uk 
                                                 
Sat 30 Nov                         SGA Corby,  Central & Eastern,     Hockley House Hotel,   B94 5NW.    7th Anniversary 
                                           Secretary:  Scott Morton       Email: piper.scott.morton@btinternet.com  
                                                                                             

Sat 30 Nov                         SGA Pipers,   SG Club Edinburgh.            25th Anniversary                                                                 
                                           Secretary:   Dougie Watson       Email: sgpiperbranchsecy@gmail.com   
                                                    

Sat 30 Nov                         SGA Australia,   Sydney NSW ~  Telegrams Only   15th Anniversary 
                                           Secretary: John Linn                Email: john.linn1968@gmail.com  
 

                                                 

GUARDSMAN JOHN FELLOWES ~ SCOTS GUARDSMAN & ESCAPED POW WORLD WAR 2 
By Neil Crockett      
In 2019 I was approached in an email by an Italian gentleman trying to find the family of a World War 2 Scots Guardsman John Fellowes with the 

view of inviting them to Italy where he had fought with the Italian Partisans against the Germans.    Mrs C always says I should have been a 

detective and after some searching I managed  to locate his daughter Linda Pryah living not far from Preston.    Then came Covid and any plans 

for her to go to Italy came to a halt.   Plans were only recently resurrected when Linda asked me would it be possible to find a member of the 

Association able and willing to travel and escort her to Italy.     

 
By Frank McQuade      
Earlier this year, as a result of a posting on the Preston branch Scots Guards Association page, I ‘volunteered’ to escort and accompany a lady who 

wanted to visit a village in Italy where her father was accommodated and fought with the partisans during WW2.  

John Fellowes, aged 18 in 1938 was a Guardsman serving with the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards in Egypt, when war broke out.  He was a member 

of the Pioneer Platoon.  When the battalion moved to North Africa in 1939, he saw action against the Italian Army and then the might of Rommel’s 

advance. 

In 1941, cut off by advancing German tanks, he was in a convoy of retreating trucks when his truck suffered a direct hit from a Stuka Dive bomber. 

However, he survived, knocked unconscious, was the only survivor. When he came round, he was surrounded by Germans. He made a grab for 

his rifle but a German soldier shouted in perfect English “Don’t try it tommy or I’ll blow your f…ing head off”     John was taken, as a prisoner of 

war, to Italy where he was moved to various POW camps.  

At the camp at Macerata and teamed up with a POW from the 8th Hussars called Mick Dodd, they tunnelled under the wire and escaped to the 

mountains above Padua.   Sleeping in caves and foraging for food i.e. carrots and onions etc, they met partisans from the vil lage of Ponte San 

Niccolò. The partisans found them accommodation in the village and so began a big headache for the Germans and fascists.   The pair took part in 

derailing supply trains, blowing up a fuel tanker, sabotaging vehicles by pouring sand and stones into fuel tanks and many other actions.  

On one particular day John was in the town when the fascists went to the house where they were staying. Mick was captured, tortured and ultimately 

sent to a Stalag in Germany. The elderly couple looking after them were badly beaten and their house burned down. 

John was accommodated in another partisan’s home and continued to harass the Germans even considering the assassination of the senior German 

officer in the area.  At one point the fascists and Germans searched the house for him but did not find him hiding in a tunnel dug under the sink, 

with a suitcase of explosives and a hand grenade intending to pull the pin if they had found him! 

Shortly after the end of the war, in October 1945, he approached two American soldiers in the town and identified himself as an escaped prisoner 

of war and was subsequently flown home to England. 

On Tuesday 8th October, there was  a Civic reception with the mayor and people of Ponte San Nicolò, the lady I’m escorting, Linda Pyrah, the 

son of the leader of the Partisans and descendants of the family who looked after John.   I have with me a Scots Guards shield which I intend to 

present to the mayor and plaques that I will present to the families concerned in remembrance of John and his war action with the partisans.  

As we spend time in Padua more information comes to light regarding the activities of Guardsman John Fellowes Scots Guards, and the partisans.  

In 1942 his hair was dyed black and he was to be known as Giovani Pasquetto.  He took part, with the partisans, in the theft of munitions from a 

dump in Milan.   At this time, they also blew up a fuel tanker in Padua and removed road signs in Porte San Nicolò.     
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During the year Germans toured the town with a megaphone shouting his name, army number and offering a reward to anyone who gave him up 

but nobody did.   In 1943 he took part in another munitions raid on the fascists, stealing guns and ammunition.     At this time, as part of his cover, 

he was employed doing woodworking jobs.  

Work was also started on the tunnel, under the sink, at the house he was staying in. It was never completed but it was found useful when the house 

was searched, and they didn’t find him. He was in the tunnel with explosives in a suitcase and holding a grenade. The hole was covered by a 

duckboard whilst the eldest daughter of the house stood on it washing pots at the sink.  

In 1944 at Padua, he was instrumental in derailing a supply train by digging the ground away under the tracks.  Also in 1944 he was asked to carry 

out an assassination of a senior German in Milan. A gun was to be passed to him in the street, he would do the shooting then dispose of the gun 

into a pram wheeled by a woman walking past. But it didn’t come off because it was becoming too complicated in the planning of it, and too many 

people involved.  

During his time with the partisans, he disabled around 12 trucks with grit in the fuel tanks.    In March 1945 he took part in the blowing up of an 

ammunition dump in Milan and in April 1945 in Milan, he was in Loretto Square when he witnessed Mussolini being strung up by his ankles at 

the petrol station there. Shortly afterwards he ‘hot wired’ and stole a German Mercedes car to get back to Padua, disposing of it by running it off 

the road and smashing it down an embankment.  

When in October he approached the Americans, and after identifying himself, he was taken to the American base in Milan. From there he was 

taken to Venice for a flight home to England, sat in the bomb bay of a Douglas XB19 bomber. 

On  being demobbed from the Scots Guards after the war John Fellowes joined the Police serving in Wallasey, Merseyside for a year.  He then  

transferred to Preston Borough, he served in the police for 27years retiring as Chief Superintendent/Deputy Chief Constable.  John passed away 

in 1991.  

                 

 

 

Frank McQuade presented a Scots Guards shield to the mayor and a plaque to the son of the partisans leader, who was quite emotional 

by it. 

The civic reception at Ponte San Nicol on Tuesday 8th October was an excellent evening of remembrance of John Fellows, soldier and partisan.       
The mayor gave an excellent welcoming speech and then followed a dialogue of John’s actions with the partisans. John’s daughter Linda gave an 

excellent speech afterwards and was subsequently presented with a gift of appreciation from the people of Ponte San Nicolò.   Linda met up with 

descendants of the people who looked after her father and with whom he fought alongside.    The whole of the evenings proceedings was recorded 

and photographed for the local press. 

 



 

 

1st BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS PIPES & DRUMS ~  SHOWING OFF THE SILVER 

 
Many congratulations to the Pipes and Drums of the 1ST Bn Scots Guards who at the annual Army Piping and Drumming 

contest in early October won champion army band along with a number of individual solo prizes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK YOUR PLACE IN THE SCOTS GUARDS CLUB ~ LIBRARY PROJECT 

We are launching our project to establish a leading library of Scots Guards books and publications which we seek to grow over the 

coming months and years. The idea was inspired by a generous donation from club member Jimmy Paris whose late Dad, also 

Jimmy, served with the Regiment in the mid to late forties. Jimmy Snr loved his Regiment and inspired by his Dad’s passion for 

the Scots Guards, Jimmy Jr has built up an impressive collection of books over the years.  

 

 
 

If you or anyone you know has a publication which you would like to donate to our library then please get in touch by Facebook 

or email. A physical book case will be situated in the library room which will be on the top floor of the building and ready by 

Spring 2025. Anyone donating a book or publication will be credited in the catalogue of books within the library.  

 
 

 

 

 



 

THE FLIGHT OF THE VIKINGS      

Dr Andrew Orr DL, FRCGP, (late Major RAMC),  formerly Medical Officer Second Battalion Münster (1975 -78) is a member of 

Dundee & Angus Branch, and also of the Third Guards Club.  His new book The Flight of the Vikings,  Daring Escapes in Small 

Boats from Nazi-Occupied Norway, 1940-45 (ISBN: 9781036103682) has just been published Pen & Sword Books  (www.pen-

and-sword.co.uk/The-Flight-of-the-Vikings-Hardback/p/51480).  It may be of interest to readers of the Newsletter.  

The book covers events during the Nazi invasion of neutral Norway and its brutal occupation, leading to the extraordinary escapes 

across the North Sea of thousands of young Norwegians in small (sometimes tiny) boats.  Many of these joined the special forces 

that returned to Norway to avenge the occupation in some of the most successful raids of the war.  

 

What they are saying about The Fight of the Vikings  

 ‘Norway and Scotland are separated by 400 miles of the grey North Sea and it is across its 

desolate wastes that Andrew Orr has set this fascinating story of an enduring friendship be-

tween seafaring folk who refused to be dominated by the hateful oppression of Nazism during 

World War Two.  The result is at once a triumph and a tribute to the unconquerable strength of 

the human spirit.’ 

Trevor Royle FRSE, historian, author, columnist and broadcaster 

 ‘The Flight of the Vikings is beautifully written.  It is also a detective story.  Andrew Orr has 

tracked down hundreds of forgotten stories of escape from occupied Norway, and tells them 

with brio and an empathy born of his own experience of the North Sea’  

Professor Sir Hew Strachan CVO, FRSE, FRHistS, FBA,  

University of St Andrews  

 

 

‘Andrew Orr's superbly researched account evokes the spirit of the Vikings as Nazi Germany tightened its grip on war-torn Nor-

way during WW2.’                                                                             Paul Murton, historian, author, TV writer and presenter 

 ‘In this meticulous and fascinating book Andrew Orr has captured such an important slice of both Scottish and Norwegian his-

tory.  These aren’t just stories of Nordic bravery and incredible survival; they are stories of the importance of a Scottish welcome 

on a pebbly beach or in a chilly harbour.’                                Fi Glover, award-winning radio presenter, writer & journalist 

 ‘The Flight of the Vikings gives exciting new life to the history of this important episode of Norwegian history and the extraordi-

nary bravery of its young people.'                                            Siri Holm Lawson, Royal Norwegian Order of Merit,  
                                                                                                  founder and editor of Warsailors.com 
 

‘This is an important work in several ways. Gathering all the information about individual civilians who crossed the North Sea in 

small boats is a great achievement in itself and there is much to learn in how this story is seen from a British perspective. It shows 

the importance of having a friendly and welcoming nation across the sea and how civilians risked their lives to secure the freedom 

which most of us take for granted today.’     Dr Bjørn Tore Rosendahl  and Simen Zernichow, The Centre for the History of 

Seafarers at War, ARKIVET Peace and Human Rights Centre, Norway 

‘Andrew Orr has collected a vast amount of information on civilians who escaped the Nazi occupation of Norway in often dan-

geous voyages across the North Sea. These inspiring events deserve to be known more widely, and many of the stories are told 

together for the first time in English here.  The bravery shown by these refugees will now be remembered even more vividly on 

the western shores of the North Sea in a book that is both gripping and full of poignancy’. 

                                                                Dr Guy Puzey, Senior Lecturer in Scandinavian Studies, University of Edinburgh  

‘This is a fascinating read with true stories and attention to detail that show utter respect for known and so many unknown heroes.  

The fleeing Vikings were warmly welcomed by the Scottish people, with a Scottish-Norwegian Society being formed in Dumfries 

as early as 1941.  These strong bonds of friendship are still celebrated every year’. 
                                                                                    Garry Irvine BSc., President of the Scottish Norwegian Society, Glasgow 
 

 

 
PEN & SWORD BOOKS LTD 

Yorkshire - Philadelphia 

Hardback ISBN: 9781036103682 

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/The-Flight-of-the-Vikings-Hardback/p/51480 
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